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SAILOR OF THE YEAR

Fire Control Technician Fiest Class Jobn King from Missite Division was
selected Satlor of the Year for Destroyer Squadron 31, He is alse naomenated
{or Pacific Fleet Sailor of the Year,

FIadl King, as Mk |52 Cuoided Missile Fire Control Compuoter Complex
Superviser contributed significantly o TOWERS winning ity third consecu-
tive Missile “E" for Departmental Exceflence and was personalfe responsible
for the extraorlinary high dearee of operational readiness maintained by the
computer comples dunng TOWERS successtul participation in CNO project
(6% AN SYS-1 (1ADT) Having demonstrated expertise inall Gty of the M
74 Gruided Missile Fire Control Svstem, Pettv Officer King was subseguently
assipned as Combat Svstemns Work Center Supervisor, & hillet esaaily assigned
to g Choel Petew Ofheer, 1o s capaciey he coordinaes and conducts all
combat refated testing, controls TOWERS Weapons [hirection Swstem
[(WDsY Mk 13 and performs a major porton of divisional administrative
reaponsibilities. Dorisg TOWERS Regular Overhaul at the Long Beach Maval
Shipyard, Petty Officer King cfteetively monitored and assisted in all shipvard
Combal Svatem Division testing, cnsurng irts timely and soccessfil comple-
fion, and ultimately contributing te the two week early compbetion of the
overhanl, Petry Officer King's personal expertise wes agon indispensahle in contributing to TOWERS' highly
successiul Guided Missile Ship Qualification Trials (501) in which two hits were recorded {one a direct hit) in
missile (irings for the system certification. Petty Officer King was cited specifically for his outstanding pertormance
during SCY by the Naval Ship Weapons System Engineering Station (NSWSES) SQT Officer in Charge in the
final ST report, As an admimnistrator and leader Pevey Officer King is equally superior. His work center obtamed a
1000 confidence factor in the last annual 3-M inspection, Demonstrating his ability to effectively handle a wide
variely of respansifilities, Petty OfMcer King undertook the job of Caplain®s Cup Coondinator. As Coordinator of
this annual POWERS inter-chvisional athletic competition, be scheduled all events, managed the distnbution of
athletic gear, and refereed the contests. Primarily because of his unselfish dedication. this program suceeeded in
fostering high morale on board.

EDITORS NOTE

The T owers Crazetie s published every three 1o four months. 1L s imended to keep wives and parents informed
s to what the ship has done, what she is doing now, and & projection of what she will be daing in the futare, | hope
thust it will serve to bring vou a hittle closer to our workd of ships and the sea. IF vou have any suggestions as to the
contents of form this publication shoubd take, orif vou have aguestion about TOWERS and our mission, feel free
o Wil me.

Public Affairs Officer
LSS TOWERS (DG
Fleer Post CHlice

San Francisco, CA 96679



FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

Having just completed a very successful Operational Propulsion Plant
Examination (OPPE) and thus achieved a major milestone in our post-
overhaul/ pre-deployment schedule, it seems an appropriate time to reflect
back upon our activities since the last familvgram and then look abead 1o our
spring and summer plans.

Afrer spending an enjovable holiday season with our families and friends,
hoth far and near, TOWERS was underway in early January to continge
OPPE preparations and to conduct our last Combut Systems Ship's Qualifica-
tion Trials (CSSOQT) mssile finng. Shortly after reaching the sea buoy it was
discovered that the ship had suffered structural damage of an unknown extent
to the overhead and bulkheads of a fresh water storage tank, necessitating our
early return to port, and an extended period of repairs.

Inderway ance again in middle-February, TOWERS completed CS5QT
in a typically outstanding fashion scoring a direct hit on 8 maneuvering trget
drone, with a non-warhead telemetry-configured surface-to-air missile Tt was a
fitting climax and a proud moment for all concerned, particularly for the
Weapons and Operations personnel who had spent many long hours
maintaining their equipment in a maximum state of readiness for this opportunity, Several weeks of intensive
engineering casualty control and general shopboard drills followed, in preparation for OPPE and Refresher
Training (Reftra) which were just around the corner.

The beginning of March brought the first of what will turm out to be aseries of major shipboard inspections to
TOWERS, The Supply Management Inspection was completed in early March. The Supply Department worked
long and hard preparing for the inspection, and its successtul completion represented their continued outstanding
service and support.

The next big hurdlc on owr agenda was the [raming Keadiness Evaluation (TRE), the preliminary
examination of TOWERS' readiness to hegin Refire. Scores of seasoned inspectors found only a small number of
discrepancics and wene penuinely impressed by the overall levels of matenal readiness, administrabion. and
personnel traiming which they observed. 1t was very evident to me that many long hours of determined preparation
and hard work had been put in by all members of TOWERS' crew.

Alter being called wpen ar the last minute to meet an urgent commitment, TOWERS was underway in late
March Lo act as Plane Guard for the USS RANGER (CV-61) during carrier qualification operations, |'wo nights
of close-in support for R ANGER resulted in increased trainsng for all bands. Doring this period the Deck Division
wis called upon to carry out a wide varety of tasks, ranging from small boat seamanship and palat rescue drills fo
underway replenishment and helicopter operations. They responded in a rapid and professional manner in every
instance,

As 1 mentioned in opening, OPPE is the latest trial TOWERS has undergone and & perhaps the one [or which
the crew prepared the most. After the week-long examination, both inport and underway, it was quite clear that the
TOWERS team had once again proven itsell a winner, [n fact, TOWERS is the first west coast DDG (o have
passed OPPE this year!

Mext manth we begin Refresher Training followmg o Dependents’ Cruse scheduled for 3 Apnl, Reftra is a
four-week perind in which our Typo Commander will certify the ship ready inall respects for FLEET operations, |
am whaolly confident that the men of TOWERS will meet this challenge with the same enthusiasim they've brought
to their previous efforts, Reftra presents an excellent opportunity for the entire ship's company to train and earn
together, OF course, there’ll be many leng hours invelved and plenty of hard work, bt those are things | know
won't discourage this crew. Al the conclosion of Reftra T expect the TOWERS team to be a finely honed unit,
capable of executing any mission or task assigned her,

But along with all the hard work, everyone deserves a little rest and relaxation, After participating
im & major feet exercise in Jung, TOWERS will head up the coast for a brief visit {0 San Francisco, And later on
down the road we are planning another port call, this time to Vancouver, Canada in September,

In closing | would like to say a few words on the ship's forthcoming homeport change to Y okosuka, Japan. As
vau all know TOWERS has been called upen to relieve the USS PARSONS as a forward deploved unit of the
Seventh Fleet, in October. | realize that this change-of-homeport period may be a somewhat confusing time for
everyone and may also require a few sacrifices to be made. However, 1 am equally certain that with the proper
amaunt of preparation and planning we can all make this trapsition with minimal difficulties. An overseas
movement conference i scheduled in May to blend crew members” individual desires and preferences with the best
interests of the Wavy and the two ships involved. And as more information becomes available and as the time for
the move grows nearer, [ will continue to keep you informed.

TOWERS new assignment will prove to be a special challenge for her crew and P'm sure a unique adventure
for all. 1 am confident that the TOWERS tecam will once again de the JOB'




SAILOR OF THE QUARTER

Counners Mare | hird Class Arthur Murphy, from Second | vision, was
selected as Sailor of the Quarter for the penod [ October through 31 December
79 Although GMGI Murphy bad only been aboard TOWERS for 4
refatively shorl period of time, he had already cstablished an outstanding
reputation as o consclentious and hard working petty officer who could be
depended upon to produce superior results inoa timely fashion. His spicited
perlormance of duty as petry officer-incharge of the farward powder b
projectile magazines attested to o hes eclficient and  dedicased professional
manner. By graduating Orst in his class at the recent 3/ 54 gunmount operation
and maintenance course, he his exhibited owstanding technical compelence
and a desire o further improve his professional abilities and value 1o the
command. Petty Officer Murphy's. zdminstration and  performance - of
punnery systems elated PMS has been accomplished reliably and with the
samie enthusiasm that s <o characteristic of all his work. As peity ollicer-in-
charge of the Color Gnrard Detail, he again demonstrated high standards of
smartness. Fhrough his personal hehavior and enthusiastic attitude, he has
belped Toster excellent morale on board TOWERS,

SAILOR OF THE QUARTER

Fire Coitenl Technician Second Class Alan Goff from Missile Division was selocted as Sailor of the Quarter
for the period | danusry to 3 March 1980, FTM2 GoiTs performance of duty as a Combat Svstems and Mk 13
Weapons Direction Svsitem Techmician has heen exemplary,

Petty Officer Goll was called upon to assist CNET in the development of o POS package for the METI WS,
His efforts were superh, as evident by the thoroongh and comprehensive final product which has already been
implemented by the foar DDG-TDS ships and which will ensure high guality personnel trining in the Tuture

Perty Oflicer Goll s one of only two techmcians onboard TOWERS gualified in micre-mimature repair, He
gapahly rmaantaimed e 2M staton and has proven iovalnable at elffecting complex repaies Lo micro-electronie
components. During Combat Systems Shp Qualificetion Toals (CSSQ7). Petty Ofticer Goll's performance was
again exceptionil, He was instruomental m coordinating pmd managing system PMS and maintuinimg the WIS a
the highest level ol operational readingss.

Durnpe CSS0QT. when problems were expericnaed in establishmg EMOON inthe mussile frecontrol nadars
Irovm the weapons control station, Petty Officer Goft porsonally wrote a patch 1o the e control program solving
this problem. This action drew great prasse fram the SOT Officer in Charge and was Tater adopled by NWS
Phshlgren as an ofticidl program change,

A am admanistrator, Petty Officer ColTs performance bas again been noteworthy, as he has managed 4 large
percentage of divisienal administrative matters in a highly reliable and effective manner, Through bis persomal
bebavior and enthusiastic attitude, he has Belped Toster excellent morale onboard



“THE RED STALLIONS™
On 4 February 1980, after serving in Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-ONE for over a year and a half,
TOWERS joined Destrover Squadron THIRTY-ONE. The other ships in our squadron are: USS DOWNES
(FF-10700, USS ELLIOT { DD967), USS GRAY (FE-1054), USS HULL{DD-245), USS ROBISON (D MG-172),
UUSS BROOKE (FFG-1}. USS BUCHANAN (DDG-14), and USS LYNDE McCORMICK (DDG-8), The
following is a brel history of Sguadron THIRTY-ONE's accomplishments.

HISTORY OF DESTROYER SQUADRON THIRTY-ONE

Diestroyer Squadron THIRTY-ONE first appeared in the Organization List of the United States Navy in
September, 1939, During World War 11, the Squadron operated in the Atlantic on Escorl and Anti-Submarine
dutics. Disestablished afier World War 11, it was reactivated from | February 1968 to | January 1970 and operated
n the waters off South East Asia a5 a unit of the SEVENTH Fleet.

On 15 June 1971 DESRON THIRTY-ONE was reconstituled for a second time with the following units
assigned: USS BUCHANAN (DDG-14), USS ROARK (DE-1053), USS LOCKWOOD (DE-1064), USS
MARVIN SHIELDS (DE-1066) and USS HAMMNER (IDD-718). In February 1972, the Squadron operated with
the U, S, SEVENTH Fleet and conducted significant combat operations off South Vietnam.

Destrover Squadron THIRTY-ONE became the Pacific Fleet "Mod Sguad™ on 1 January 1973,
Commanding Officers, Exccutive Officers, and Department Heads were one rank junior to those normally
assigned. USS ENGLAND (DLG-22) joined the Squadron, and USS LOCKWOOD left. Throughout the first
hall of 1973, the Squadron participated in fleet exercises and programs designed to improve combat readiness. On
0 June 1973 USS HAMNER was translerred to-the Naval Reserve Foree and USS BAGLEY (2E-1069) joined
the Squadron.

On 10 August 1973, the Red Stallion Sguadron again departed for the Western Pacificand SEVENTH Fleet
Operations, During that challenging deployment, the Squadron carried out missions from the Northern Pacific o
the Indian Ocean and the coast of Africa, returning to San Dicgo on & March 1974, Shipyard overhaul, refresher
training and EastPac operations occupied the reratinder of 1974 and early 1975, The *Mod Squad” concept was
discontinued as of | October 1974 On | Apnl 1975 USS ENGLANID (I31.0G-22) left the Squadron the LSS
BROOKE (FFG-1) joined DESRON THIRTY-ONE,

In early August 1975, Destroyer Squadron THIRTY-ONE again deploved to the Western Pacific to join the
SEVENTH Fleer. Duning that deployment, COMDESRON 31 participated in several U, S, and combined
excroises (MISSILEX 1, 2-T6, READIEX [-76, SHARKHUNT XIV, SEA STAM IV, and MULTIPLEX |-76).
The Squadron returned to San Diego on 3 March 1976, EastPac operations included participation in FLEETEX
1-7F, READIEX 1-77 and RIMPAC 77.

Commencing 12 April 1977 Destroyer Squadron THIRTY -ONE accompanied USS CONSTELLATION to
WestPac in an ASW oriented transit, Squadron units, which included four LAMPS cquipped ships, participated
in exercises [rom Singapore to Japan. COMDESRON 31 played a major role in a number of U, S, and combined
exercises during the course of deployment, including: ASWEX 6-77: MULTIPLEX 5-77: JAPANESE ASWEX
J1-78: SHARKHUNT XXII and XXIIL; SEA SIAM VI and BAYANIHAN IV/FORTRESS LIGHTING
After seven months of SEVENTH Fleet operations, USS BAGLEY (FE-1069), UsS BROOKE (FFG-1), UsS
BUCHANAN (DDG-14) and USS MARVIN SHIELDS {FF- 1066} cscorted USS CONSTELLATION back to
San Dicgo, arriving on 21 November 1977, USS ROARK {FF-1053) returned a few days earlier, having escorted
an amphibious group.

Following a post deployment leave and upkeep period, the Squadron began to prepare for Western Paalic
deployment by successfully completing several reguired cxaminations and participating in various THIR D Fleet
exercises, USS ROBISON (DDG-12) joined the Sguadron an | Apal 1978 and completed a three month cruise to
the South Pacific from Julv-October [978,



[Yuring 1978 several other changes occurred in Squadron composition. USS BAGLEY (FF-1069) and USS
WMARVIN SHIELDS (FF-1066) left DESREON 31 on | June 1978, shortly after commencing overhauls, LSS
ELLIOT (I30-967), the first Squadron Spruance class ship, and LSS DOWNES (FF-1070) joined the Squadron
on | August and | Cetober respectively. Both of these ships are equipped with HARPOON,

The Squadron deploved for the Western Pacific on 21 February 1979 with the exception of UsS ROARK
{FE-1053) which deploved 1o the South Pacific on 17 January 1979 and retumned 1o San Diego on 3 June 1979,

LSS ELLIOT, USS DOWNES and USS BUCHANAN have just recently completed a Western Pacific
deployment and are now transitting back 1o San Diego via the Southern Pacific Ocean.
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JOHN HENRY TOWERS ... THE MAN

He was born in Rome, Georgia on January 20th, 1885, son of Willam
Magee and Mary (Norton) Towers. He graduated with credit from the L, 5.
Maval Academy on 12 February 1906, After serving two years al sea he was
appointed to the rank of Ensign. By subsequent promations he attained the
rank of Rear Admiral, to date from | June 1939, He was promoted to Vice
Admiral effective & October 1942; and Admiral from 7 November 1945, He
retired from active dury in 1947 afler serving 45 years in the LISN,

He was the Navy's first test pilot and was appointed the Navy's third Naval
aviator. He commanded the first aviation group to attempt to fly the Atlantic
Ocean, Sixty-eight destroyers and four battleships were stationed along the
histaric toute. For this successiul accomplishment he was awarded the Navy
Cross,

Other duty in his career includes Executive Officer of the LSS
AROOSTOOK; command of the USS MUGFORD,; Executive Oficer of
Waval Air Station Pensacola; Assistant Maval Attache to England, France,
ltaly, and the Hague; Executive Officer of the USS LANGLEY and then
command of this Navy's first alrcraft carrier, He then commanded Naval Aiar
Station San Dicgo; the USS SARATOGA: was appointed Chief of the Bureau
of Aeronautics; was appointsd Commander Air Forees, UL 5, Pacilic Fleer
and then Commander Fifth Fleet followed by Commander in Chief, 1. 5,
Pacilic Flest.

In addition to the Mavy Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, and Legion
of Merit, Admiral Towers won the WWI1 Vietory Medal, WWIT Victory
Medal, Military Order of the Tower and Sword. He was appointed to the rank
al Commander in the Partuguese Navy. He was awarded the Roval Air Force
Cross and the Order of the British Empire from Great Britain,

He is considered to be the father of modern carrier oflensive sirategy as
well as one of the founders of the UL S, Navy Aviation, A most distinguished
man for a most distinguished ship.

DK TIWERS AL TIWERS



CCTV

In Jamuary, a SITE Il {shipboard information
training cnterrainmenty system was installed aboard
the TOWERS. This svstem enables Navy men to
watch closed crcuit TV from the ship, This svstem is
only operating while underway and shows various
shows and movies. JOSN Gregg Travers and [C2
Mike Bartholomew operate the system onboard. The
system s extremely versatile and almost anvthing can
be done with it

The svstem can broadeast two stations at once but
this 15 rarely done, Channel two is used for entertain-
ment and channel four is for traiming. Tha svsrem s
equipped with portable cameras that enable the
operators o do a nightly pewseast (which s done
onboard) or do a “remote” from another location on
the ship. This way & satlor can keep up on what's
happening on the mainland.

Other things that can be done are Captains Call,
talemt shows, reenlistments, almost anvthing your
imagination can come up with, Part of the operators’
jobs 5 to think up things to put out. JOSN Traversisa
graduate of the journahst “A” school and has over 200
hours behind a camera. He also has experience in
various other fields in TV production including
writing, editing, lighting, direction and announcing,
1C2 Bartholomew was a standout at the closed circunt
maintenance school that lasted a grucling [8 wesks
long. With both men devoting full time on the system,
it has become a very productive assed

I'his system was not only new to the TOWERS. but
itis also new Lo the Navy, This system is the new SITE
Il which the TOWERS was the first ship to receive in
the San [Diego area




SECOND DIVISION

Gireetings from Second Division, A greatamount of
IMprOVEmEents have heen madée since our last report
and we're beginming to look like a brand new division.
Foremost among these recent changes is the increase
in the manning level. FTGE Green reported aboard in
January and assumed duties and responsibilitics of
division Chief Petty Officer. The Chiet immediarely
gol evervone “turning to” in preparation for Refta
which hegins in early Aprik. Chiel Green's previous
duty station was Fleet Training Group, San Diego.

GMGC Waller reported aboard in February [rom
the USS HOEL and heads up the maintenance and
operation of both 3754 Gun Mounts. His right hand
man, GMG T Richard Boston, also reported aboard in
February, Both Gun Mounts are in tip top shape and
the Gunners Mates are eagerly awaiting the approach-
ing Naval Gunfire Support Exervises at San Clemente.

The division would also like o welcome aboard
FTGH Clifford Nicholsan, who s on a temporary
assignment from the USS SAMUEL GOMPERS,
Micholson will b the acting Leading Petty Officer in
gun plot for the duration of his assignment. FTG2
Herh Cross, who reported in fanuary, rounds ot gun
plots overall expertise in fire control,

FTG2 Peter Shoemaker and F TGS David Callaway
were transferrad 1o Balboa Hospital in January
following their motorcyele accident. Both men have
been making fine recoveries and we hape 10 see them
back soon. Philip Cordial was frocked to Petty Officer
Third Class on 16 February. Congrats Phil,

FT(2 Roger Cook will b leaving us in April after 2
vears ol outstanding service, His next duty station is
Serviee School Command Great Lakes, where he'lL il
a4 maintenance billet, We all wash born and s famaly
the hest of luck.

Ard a special congratulations goes out to Ben and
Becky Sizemore on the pocasion of their daughter’s
hirth, In the weeks ahead, Second Division will have
the opportunity to gresth improve its overall combat
readiness during Refira.

With manning a1 normal operating levels and our
eguipment in excellent condition, we anticipate hav-
img nix trouble meeting the fast paced fMeet operations
of the upcoming deplovment,

B DIVISION

B division has been and continues o brain in
preparation for MTT Phase 11, OPPE amd Relira. A
few men were advanced n rate during the recent
months. They are BT2 Plasance, BT Van RBorum,
BT3 Palstring, BT3 Smith and BTY Small. We also
have men who were advanced to the Fireman rate,

They are BTFN Johnson, BTEN Mangan, BTFN
Shattuck and BTEN Young

The division gained four new men during this
period, We would like to welcome BT3 Van Borum,
BTFA Stevenson, FA Perry and FA Palmer 1o our
diviston. We had to say goodbye 1o BT3 Rex, who
wenl o shore duty, and BT2 Samdstrom who went to
sehoal,

B Diviion has been carrving the highest reenlist-
ment pereentage onboard. During the last few months
we have re-enlisted BT3 Small, BT3 Palstning, BTEN
Rieman. BTFN Miko, BIFN Jobnson and BTFN
Mangan for a total of §72,060) in bonuses,

A hardy comgratulations goes out to the three new
futhers in the division. Congrats to BT Williams, BT2
Plaisance and BT3 Small,

FIRST DIVISION

First Diivision has been busy since the last Family-
gram. During this period, the division has been
imvalved with anchoring and running the liberty boats
in Maonterey an our porl vistt there. During the recent
Captains personnel inspection, First Division received
an autstanding

Mhering this time, there have been several new men
report in the division. They include BMI David
Mangin, who came Lo us from the USS CLEVE-
[ANTYL SR Isidio MeMeal, SR Richard Beckner, SR
Nicanor Reves and SN Anthony Dupré, Also during
this peritd several men have heen advanced in rate,
Ihey are BM2 Cantrell, BM2 Brainard, BM3 Aucllo,
SM Maldonado, SA Blackman and 5A Ellison,
Congrats to all.

Recently the division held a party to let off some
steam. It was a rousing sueeess. One of the big events
ol the day was a sofiball game between the PO's and
and Non-PO¥s. The PO's won the first game but the
second game was called beewuse of the inability to
finish it. The next party s planmed for aller Reftra
which will again prove to be a confrontation on the
softhall diamond.

One of the most welcome events recently was the
installation of CCTV. This provides entertainment
while out 1o sea, O course, this system is utilized after
working hours.

Recently, Donald Gonsalves and his wife, Cheri,
had an addition to the Tamily. Donald 1, Gonsalves,
Ir.. made hisappearance on Feb, |, 1980, Both mother
and son are doing fine. On behall of all of us—
congratulations to the Gonsalves farmily,

Coming up after Reftra is 3 port visit to Mexico.
First Division i ready for these evolutions and will
pass with flying colors.



M DIVISION

M [Nwision has been recently joined by MM
Retzak, coming to us rom A Division, MM2 R,
coming from shore duty in Great Lakes; MM3 5im
and MM Zuniga both came to us afler leaving the
Mavy for a perisd, then returning to the better life, 5 A
Sellers reported board TOWERS [rom “C" school,
Last but no least, MMFA Marcado joins us from the
Long Beach Reserve Center. M Division extends a
warm welcome to all of vow, We are now preparing for
OPPE and Reltra, under our Fearless Leader, EN&
M orses,

01 DIVISION

A lot has changed since our st Familygram on O
Division. We are beginning to resemble a specialized
team in ity day to day operational effort. We have
received a mew division officer, LTJG Wells, and
veleran OS] Watson has assumed duties of CPO in
the recent departure of OSC Jerry Buchanan,

Currently we are manned evenly in three sections
preparing for Reftra and a Fleet Readiex in June, Old
veterans in the lineup include OS2 Franklin, who is
currently divisional LPO, 052 Dave Kapuuk, who
recently came off the wetchbill after four and a halt
vears of sea duty, 053 Benjemin and 053 Resd.

On the professional side, 053 Zajac continues 1o
demonstrate increasing proficiency in radar naviga-
tion and OS2 Werndli has added new expericnee in
the critical ares of Air Intercept Controtler.

Ol Division proudly sent nine personnel (o the
advancement block with Ed Zajac, Bill Healy, and
Roger Garcia being advanced to Third Class Petty
Officers and Phil Werndli being advanced to Second
Class Petey Officer. Mike Miller. Robert Colantonio,
Jon Underwood and James Reed participated in the
recent advancement test for Third and Second class
Petty Officer.

New arrivals include OSSN Cochran and (55N
Crilley, who both came to us from *A” school. 5N
Cochran was recently advanced to E-4 because of his
imitiative and effort. SN Crilley will be advanced this
month after many noteworthy accomplishments while
watchstanding underway. In addition, OS2 Trimmier
arnved [rom the USS CHICAGO and has quick]y
assumed the duties of a section leader dunng our
underway schedule.

On the personal side, 083 Zajac 15 planning to get
married, 082 Werndli 5 working out for the
TOWERS softball team and OSSN Underwood is
shaping up for another trip to the Sierra’s for a skiing
weekend.

50 there s a mixture of work and play for O1
[dvision, We have a lot of new people, and we arc
proud of them as with all of the guys here in O]
E¥visaon,

SUPPLY DIVISION

Supply Department welcomes aboard Ensign
Startt who relieved LTIG Steffy as disbursing and
sales officer. ENS Startt hails from Easton Maryland
and attended the University of Marviand, LTIG
Stefly moved on Lo Philadelphia where he will work in
Maval Aviation Supply.

The past few months have been a demanding time
for the men of Supply Department. Preparations {or
the Supply Management Inspection (SMI), which was
held on the 3rd and 4th of March, demanded a 10047
cfforn [rom evervane. But with the work, there was
also time to play, We had an after SMI party at Chiel
T'urnages home, Evervone had a great ome,

In preparation for SMI. SKC Domingos had his
storekeepers, SKI Dix, SK2 Snyder, SK2 Dawley.
SKI Rose, SK3 Luvaul, 5K5N Dobbins and SKSN
Alane, right behind him to show that a handful of
profesionals can do the impossible, We'll be missing
SK2 Dawley soon as he s getting out to further his
sducation i college.

The Mess Management Specialists lead by MSC
Tumage did an autstanding job also. Putting oul three
square meals a day s top priocity Ter M5 Miller,
M52 Corpus, M52 Holland, MS&N Schreifels,
MSSN Paul, MSSN Byrd, MSSN Willlams, SN
Pawlawski, M55A Wallace and MS5E Redlow.
M52 Lynch was busy in the sorcrooms and reefers
receiving and issuing food to the wardroom, C1O
mess and the enlisted dining facility. M52 Kick was
busy at the records ensuring all items were properly
accounted for and reordered when supplics got Tow.
M5 Francisco made sure the wardroom arca was tn
fip tap shape.

Our ship's Servicmen lead by SH2 Mathias con-
tinued to give the best service possihle. SHSA Cshia,
who runs the ship sotre, was kept on the go receiving
stock [or the weeks at sea. SHSN Woolridge, who
runs the harber shop, deserves a well done at his job of
cutting our hair. SHER Morin and SHSN Tavlor
operate the ship’s laundry night and day to ensure that
all hands have clean umiorms. We have Lo =av
goodbye to SH2 Mathias who will be 1&:&".-1:!15 son for
a tour of recruiting duty m St Cloud, Minnesota.

Last but nol least, our Disbursing Clerks. DK3
Avlward has had pay day on time despite the dermand-
ing operational schedule of the ship. Helping him i



the disbursing office s 5N Baker who s dowg a
competent job.
That's all for now, se¢ Yol next quarter.

AE&R DIVISION

AE&R Division would like to sav hello to all
TOWERS families wherever they may be. We are
known toour shipmates as the service division,

Ihere ane g few new Gaees inour division, We woukd
like to welcome aboard MMCHS Hibbard, ENI
Manda. MM Shannoen, HT1 Elwood and FA Dravis.
Weall exeend a warm welcome to vou all. In April, the
division, as well as the rest of the ship, will be poing
through Refia. It will be a trying time for all of vs
but with 1CT Haves on the phones, MMCOCS Hibbhard
providing the steam, and HTC Wedel] keeping the
ship together, we are confident that we'll make i
through.

Congratulations go out to EM2 Flege for being
picked runner up for Sailor of the Quarter, and EN2
Daniel for cansistently maintaiing his work center at
peak etliciency.

[es the very near future, the ship will be laking a tnp
to Mexico, A pood time is in store for all. Until next
yuarter, 5o long

OC DIVISION

The holidays quickly passed and the upooming
underway schedule became the primary focus of all
aur cnergies. Refira looms as the major evelution 1o
prepare Tor, So needless to say. training is beeoming
the task at hamd.

Soon we will be saving farewell to a man who has
heen a driving foree, not anly within the division, but
also the entire ship. RMC George Bowman will be
retiiing the hesinming of Apeil to try his hand at
somewhat less nautical work, His vast knowledge as
well as his special humoer and perspective on things will
be missed, Our senior man on the signal bridge is also
on the move, SM2 Isherwood is petting ready for his
shore duty al NAS Brunswick, Maine. Mo doubt the
climate will take some getting used o,

Even though our expertse is MOVIRE 01, Our new
personnel are quickly learning what i needed to fill in.
We extent @ warm welcome aboard to RMI Charles
Keller, RM2 Frank Oguim, RM3 John York and
RMEN Dave Wallen.

During this last guarter, OC Division collaborated
with Mavigation and three one great division party,
held at NCI Charland’s home. One wonders if this is in
any way connecled 1o RMI Wohleb's outstanding
orders to WTCC Whidbey Island, Washington?

I'hat's ahout all the news for now. Reftra is ahead
and s0 35 muoch hard work, Yot a port visit to
Mazatlan may be on the other side. Till then...so
long.

ASW DIVISION

Girestings (rons the big cars, 1t's been g long time
since we last talked, and 4 lot of changes have taken
place within the division. There are a lot of new faces
fromm @ lot of places, such a5 STGY Davisand STGSA
Kennedy from FLTASWTRACENTAC. Our ncw
gunner, GMTSN Kochler, came L us from the USS
SMERRILL. The USS CHICAGO contributed to oul
gang with TG Clinkenheard. Last but not least. our
new division officer, Ensign MoCattrey, has come 1o
wse from FLTASWTRACENPAC, division officer
Lraining.

Weve had guite a few advancements sinee our last
report, They are STG2 Williams, STG2 Minar, 5TG2
Story, STGY Turner and STGSA Kennedy,

We regret the losses of LT Hoffman, who will be
instructing in Saudi Arabia, and STG2 Williams, who
is going to attend & maintenance course at FLTASW.
IRACENPAC. We do wish them well in their carsers
aned hope to see them again,

That's all the news for now. Enjoyv vour summer and
we'll see you before the upeoming deployment.

NAVIGATION DIVISION

The Navigation Division has been busy the last
three months, We said goodbye (0 some old friends
and said hello Lo pew shipmates. We had (o say
goodbye 10 PN2 Ronmie Shiclds who was discharged
out of the MNavy after many fine vears in the ship’s
office. We alse said farewell to NCC Bob Edwards,
who was transterred to COMDESRON 21, and PC3
Wike Kjnonas who also gor a discharge out of the
Navy. Tolake Mike's place in the post office is Y NSN
Tohn Perfili. He is doing an excellent jobin getting the
mail to us. YNNI Regeie fohnson i currently TAL o
the Maval Station hut we're expecting him hack soon,
LTJG Thomas Bosse has left ws for Norfolk, VAL, and
LT Paul Dhike has taken over as our division officer,

We would like 10 weleome NCI Mike Charland
who took WCC Edwards place. 1C2 Mike
Bartholomew, who after five months of schooling, is
hack to help operate the closed circuit television
sVRLEMm.

New personnel also include PMSN Grege Morgan
fronm First Division, HM2 Jogl Shelton, to help run
things insick bay, SN Ernest Bovd, who is striking for
Yeoman [rom First Division, PNVS A Dennis Blanché,
who came ta us from "A” school, and PNC Konald



Hardin, who was a welcome sight in the ship’s office.

As you can see. Navigation Division has gone
through many changes in personnel, although some of
the regulars are still there, ¥ NC Melvin Johnston and
P™2 Charles Baca arc still keeping the ship’s office in
good order, HM I John Wilson and SN Tayvlor Ward
arc still healing people in sick bay, QM1 Lamont
Carson, QM3 Ron Miller, and QMSN Bernard
Harrell are keeping the ship on its intended track, and
JOSN Gregg Travers is keeping the crew entertained
an Closed Circuit Television.

In late January, the division had a party over at
Mike Charland's house, Evervone had a good time to
say the least. We shared the party with OC Division
hecause we wone the softhall tourney together last
spring in which we won a free keg of beer. 1 don't have
b tell vou that it didn't last very long.

We are now preparing [or Reltra and for our
homeport change to Japan in the Fall,
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